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Registers and Transmission in Celestial Master and

Later Daoism

Terry F. Kleeman
University of Colorado

A distinetive feature of the early Daocist church was a system of documents called Ju &,
which we will translate “register.” These registers denoted rank within the church as well as
function. Through much of Daocist history, the possession of a register was a key element in
Daocist identity. In this paper I will examine the origins, function and historical development
of the register, concentrating on the lower and more widely held registers rather than those of
high officials in the church administration.

There is a need, first, to point out some limitations on our study. Dacism as a religion
went through profound changes over the last two millennia, and its institutions went through
a similarly complex transformation as they responded to the changing church and its needs.
Daoism evolved from a communal religion of ordained believers to a religion of priests with
little or no permanent laity, and the function of registers evolved correspondingly. Moreover,
beginning in the fourth century, new seriptural revelations introduced rituals and other
practices, mastery of which was demonstrated by new registers that were invarinbly placed
above the current topmost ritual and exerted a downward gravity;: for this reason, as registers
proliferated, the earliest and lowest tended to be consolidated or elided. Finally, the timing
of these transitions is difficult to pinpoint, and it seems likely that conservative groups
maintaining something like early chureh practice could have coexisted for an extended period
with other groups that had already subordinated original Celestial Master elements to a
rather minor, though still foundational, role,

There are no clear references to registers in our earliest materials concerming the
Celestial Masters, who founded Dacism in the mid-second century of the Common Era, but
there is reason to think that registers were part of the religion by the beginning of the third
century.  First, the Zhang Pu stele of 173 already reveals a well structured church
organization with at least two ranks and a body of sacred texts that were conferred along with
promotion.! Moreover, although the encyclicals of the third century make no mention of

! The text of the 173 stele is preserved in Hong Kuo's Livws (4/B). For its
interpretation, see Kleeman 2010: 395-397.
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registers, they do mention both the parishes and church offices with which registers were
closely intertwined.* Finally, Lii Pengzhi has argued persuasively that the register system is
so basic to Dacism in all parts of China that it must have been put in place before the
diaspora that followed the fall of the Hanzhong state in 215, *

The system of registers in its mature form, as found in documents of the fifth century and
later, was composed of a small set of “outer” #§ registers leading to the rank of libationer,
and a much larger group of “inner” registers 4} indicating progressively higher rank but
nlso control over specific supernatural forces or methods. It is uncertain exactly how this
system developed historically, but it seems logical to nssume that the outer registers were
prior, perhaps foundational to the movement, whereas the inner registers reflect later
elaborations, particularly inagmuch as many of the practices denoted by the register titles are
unattested in Daocist documents until the mid-fourth eentury or later. In addition to conveying
command over certain groups of celestinl warriors, registers conveyed codes of conduct called
precepts, as well as seriptures and the talismanic symbols necessary to effect many of the
rituals.

All members of the early church went through some sort of ritual ordination to become a
church member, and each church member was expected to build and maintain a oratory or
“quiet room” (jingshi N§ %) that was devoted exclusively to Daoist ritual.' The main steps in
converting from the profane are outlined in the Protocol of the External Registers:

All those who are Dasist citizens should receive the body-protecting talisman and well
as the three precepts, advance through the five precepts and eights precepts, and then

receive o register,
ABIRE, WEEAMT. Rl i ok, M.

The register referred to here is parish register (zhilu i §#)." The parish register is seldom
mentioned in connection with the novitiate that trained Dacist citizens to become skilled

! By “encyclicals” | refer to the two documents from the third century preserved
in the Zhengyi fawen tianshi fiao fieke fing, the "Commands and Precepts of the Great
Family of the Dao” [ Do Daojia lingfie F i (4w, written in 255 CE) and the "Yangping
Parish® ( Kangpingzhi Be i, written ca. 230).

* See Ld Pengzhi 2010:.

* On the oratory, see Kleeman 2010: 403-05.

5 On the parish register, see Zhengyr welyijing 1a: “Next they should proceed to
their teacher to receive from his hands the parish register, the three refuges and five
precepts. Those who do not receive it, the parish officers will not record [their names],
the [Perfected Officer of the] Earth will not know of you, he will not control the Five
Pneumas, and will not inform the Four Directors [of Interrogation and Summeoning]. If
someone receives this register, then the devil kings will bow in submission, and proclaim
themselves your subordinate” 1E—5 ML : A IRAIA S InE, =W, 22
#, RIEEFE, Liers, FREE FRME, 2k RMIERERE, BmTE.
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ritual specialists who could serve a community as libationer. This document acknowledged
the individual as being on the “fate roster” {mingji #& ##) of a certain parish. Presumably, on
the basis of this register, the individual could perform the daily audience ritual to the Daoist
deities in the oratory and perhaps make direct, oral requests (kougi %) of the gods.®* On
this basis, we can speak of early Daoism as featuring a universal priesthood, where every
person, or certainly every family, could perform sacred ritual on their own behalf.

The basic program of the novitiate (Jusheng #‘E) is a series of four registers, which
convey respectively one, ten, seventy-five and one hundred-fifty generals. Each general
leads a cohort of clerks and soldiers who fulfill 2 number of functions, as well as some more
general administrative officers. These troops can be dispatched by the adept to do the
libationer's bidding, fighting against demonic invaders or pursuing and apprehending
supernatural thieves, In fact, having sccepted command of these fell troops, the novice has a
pogitive responsibility to use them in ritual. The troops depend on merit won through their
actions on the libationer's behalf for advancement., Left idle, they will become disinterested,
become lax in their responsibilities, and ultimately bring misfortune on the libationer.
Sometimes one even had to make gifts to them, as we see in this instruction from the middle
Lord Mao?’

The Younger Lord [Mao): I am afraid that you should make a pledge offering to the two
of our clerks and soldiers. Give them a secret treasure that you wear on your body.
If you do not, the punks later will not be willing to exert themselves on your behalf.
SBE. B AR, BUGH. BUBEZEY. F¥. ATEFHBREE LR,

Having employed your generals, clerks and soldiers to right some wrong or drive off some
demon, the libationer must review them, carefully visualizing each member of your army, as
specified in “Serving the Register™*®

The way to serve the register: Always visualize the officers, taking note of their rank,
number, and whether they are civil or military officers. When there is an urgent need,
call upon them.

i ig, WTEICW,. MG, ARCE, TENE WaFE.

® It seems likely that Daoists could submit written petitions only after attaining
the Ten Generals register, which conveyed a clerk who delivers petitions to the heavens
(vima shangzhang li 8% _EREHE). See Taishang sanwu zhangyi mengwei lu1/1a.

! Zhengae 7/8b. See also 18/9b. Mugitani and Yoshikawa (2000: 256) takes this
passage to refer to two specific “clerks and soldiers” rather than the clerks and soldiers
serving two divine figures. This would be unusual, because clerks and soldiers usually
occur in Celestial Master sources only in the entourage of generals or more exalted
figures.

¢ Zhengy! fawen taishang wailuyi 11a-b,
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This inspection permits you to make a Statement of Merits (yangong 17 5), which results in
promotion and an increase in salary for the troops, reinforcing their commitment to serve.

These clerks and soldiers serve an additional function: they observe and report on the
conduct of the Dacist priest. Not only do these spirits inform on the host's moral failings,
they also abandon their own protective functions in response to these failings, which can lead
to direct and immediate punishment. This situation is explained in a passage from the
fifth-century Seripture of Divine Invocations $E] e

Each Daciat priest has clerks and soldiers in attendance to protect them. You must
not have discbedient eonduct for a single day or night. The clerks and soldiers and
supposed to report on people’s faults and sins. Heaven will cause the clerks and
soldiers to avoid the person, leaving histher body during the night. When the clerks
and soldiers return, they punish the person themselves, and also cause them to suffer
acute illneas. The ill person is interrogated for a long time, which causes them to be
unhealthy. The various sorts of inauspicious dreams and nightmares are caused by
clerks and soldiers.

HEAWERSR. AR —EBE—- 4R, YRGS, REERIEANES, BRE
BHikA. AWM. FALY, $ATFR. HOERFYERLZ h,

The final passage reveals that companies of clerks and soldiers, in addition to appearing in
response to ritual invocation and guarding the Daocist’s person, were installed across the
landscape at sacred spots or in the company of sacred objects.

There is an interesting theological question concerning the nature of these beings who
are conveyed by the register. [In his Secret Essentials for Ascending to Perfection, Tao
Hongjing argued that the clerks and soldiers used in Daocist ritual were not mortal beings who
had died and become spirits, but rather bits of cosmic pneuma that spontaneously transform
into the needed shape when called upon by the ritualist:'”

As for the number of officers, generals, and clerks and soldiers, they are touched and
converted according to need by the Three Pneumas of the Dacists. They are not the
living mortals of Heaven and Earth. (They rely upon the pneumas to form a
transformation, employing an image to complete their form. Since they reapond to
the touch, they have no fixed substance. They cannot be obtained by mortal men of
the day who study the Dao.) Here pure sincerity emerges and through things

Y Taishang dongyuan shenzhoufing 20/23a-b
'O Dengzhen yinjue3/22b6-23a3. See also Chisengzf zhangli 2 /22a5-7, which
follows this passage closely
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summons them: it is what transforms the pneumas and makes these clerks and
soldiers. (The pneumas of Great Purity touches and transforms without limits.
Although we say “the limitless, great Dao has billions of layers” this still has not
reached its limits, so it gpeaks about thom in general.  Also, they welcome and lead
each other: they do not merely exist in a void, This can be understood in prineiple,
but it is difficult to deseribe it fully in words. ‘The transcendent and numinous
officers and generals are all of this type.)

THEERARY. RUF=SHPRELE. X2 AR, UEEMEY, ekt
RIARME, &, SRR ASHAMR. ) ERMER, EhEEE, BYUEST R
pEl R, CRifz S Bisy, M (BT TR, SWRBICHR. S@we., s
MRS, AERE . WTELIM. SEHERE. JCAUSE VMY, VrebEith. )

This claim for the nature of clerks and soldiers is not wholly persuasive. After all, if these
gpirits were indeed spontaneously penerated for each event, what would be the sense of
performing the yvangong ritual to report on their merits to gain them promotion? And why
would they become disruptive when they have not received appropriate pledge offerings, as
mentioned above? Finally, what about the clerks and soldiers that attend upon sacred objects?
Who caused their generation and how long do they persist?

Because the register Ej'ﬂll-am was in continuous use, with templates for the conferral of
repisters, their acceptance, the review of remster apirits, ete., transmitted from generation to
generation, our sources conflate early and later examples, and even early examples may have
later modifications to them. In this regard, material related to the registers is similar to the
petitions that have been preserved in the Chisongsi zhangli #  % H, ably studied by
Verellen (2004). A text like the Protocol of the Outer Registers [E—iE 30K E4HEE probably
reached its current form in the late Six Dynasties, since there are already some references to
monastic Dacism and the Scripture of Great Peace 18 invoked repeatedly, but it contains
templates for ritual documents that have their origin much earlier. One comparatively early
source is the Code of the Great Perfected, which is dated to around 425 CE, the beginning of
the Liu Song dynasty. It is a Shangging-influenced text, but shows the degroe to which that
movement arose within a Celestial Master context. This text lays out the course of
advancement through the registers in a series of six steps. The first two have similar names
but are supplied in different situations:"!

W ¥aoxiu keyl field chao 10/5b. The two registers use the same characters,
gengling W4, but a note indicates that the first character was pronounced &feng or
modern gdag/ing in level tone in the first compound, and Azengf/ or modern géng, in
falling tone. The second character is written feng/%ing in the first pair, whereas the
second character is read Jieng/%ing, in level tone, which is most commonly an early loan
for fing §% "to obey, follow.” | am indebted to William Baxter for help with these
readings.



Mumber one, Renewed Mandate: One understands the scripture, inherits perfected
pneuma, and will circulate it according to the Mandate. When from birth on
encounters many dangers, the father and mother receive it on [the child's] behalf.
Mormally one receives this office at soven vears of age.

WNumber two, Extended Obedience: If before serving [the Way] one had a transgression
and the interrogation for this crime poses a danger of illness, or if one has lost the
[register] they once received, now that person should repent, apologize for the sin and
request mercy. After receiving [the register] anew, follow the commands of the
essential teachings diligently, abandoning evil and following goodness. This need not
wailt until the next year.

W—. W4, TICEE, WIS, WaElT, EHEE. ZALE. FR-ERZIETE.
W=, Wa, BWHIR, PEHKE, ®ERE Sl MNNR, YEER. BT
5. Eﬂ'-ﬁl-ﬂ- BEA .

The first register, Renewed Mandate, was given to children too young to receive the One
General register who had need for special protection. It supplied nine clerks and soldiers to
protect the youngster, It is not mentioned in some register lists and may not have been a
regular conferral. The second, Extended Mandate, was conferred on individuals who had lost
their previous register, either through carelessness or as punishment for misconduct, and
must start over at the lowest level. This new beginning was conditioned on a confiession of sins
and an apology for the conduct that led to the loss of the register.

The Code of the Great Perfected describes the first of the ranked registers as the
Adolescent One General Register, and specifies that it was available to “[m]ales and females
between the ages of eight and nineteen sui” Such individuals begin the course in a benighted
state, but “gradually are transformed by the mystic atmosphere.” We will return to this
register for a closer examination below.

The next register in the Code is the Adult Ten General Register, for those age twenty or
above, Even adults might not be suitable if they were “deformed, ailing, foolish or simple” AL
o I %5 but all should be encouraged to strive toward membership. The Code is unusual in
restricting the Ten General Register to adults. For example, the Thishang sanwu zhengyi
mengwei Ju (1a) and the Jiao sandong zhenwen wufa zhengyi mengwei lu licheng yi (13a)
refer to this register as the Adolescent Ten General Register, the Chuanshou sanding jingfie
falu lueshuo remarks that both the One General and Ten General registers were conferred on
adolescents, and the Sandong fengdao kejie yingshi cites an otherwise unidentified Code in
calling the One, Three, and Ten General registers “adolescent” with a comment from Zhang
Wanfu to the effect: “They receive these registers at seven or eight sui or ten sui and above,
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and call themselves Novice Disciples of Correct Unity” L. AR, B+ RELE, BRE—8%E
FE

The Protocol of the External Registers provides an alternate set of timings for the
conferral of registers in the following paragraph="?

All those who receive the Gengling Register, after five vears can advance to the One
General: after four [more] years, to the Ten General; after three [more] years, to the
Seventy-five General: after two [more] years, to the One hundred-fifty General.
REWE4, RFEHE--WE., NEFBE, =FE-LF s, SEE RS,

According to this passage, assuming the first register is conferred at age seven, the One, Ten,
Seventy-five, and Hundred-fifty General registers would be conferred at ages twelve, sixteen,
mineteen, and twenty-one. Here sixteen is the age of pinning, or the age that girls are
considered adult, just as the age twenty given for the Ten General register in the Code of the
Great Perfected is the age of capping, when boys are considered to have reached adulthood,
It is interesting that the position of the Ten General register is marked as a key transition
point in this course of study: it is also the first register wherein the novice receives the
Petition Submitting Postrider Clerk (yima shangzhang Ii ¥ L # ¥7 ) who delivers the
officiant’s petitions to the celestial bureauerats of the Daocist heavens,

After introducing the Seventy-five General Register, the Code of the Great Perfected
discusses the Transcendent Officers and Numinous Officers that are invested in the register
and aid the Dacist in his religious endeavors. Normally a novice receives only one type of
officer through the Seventy-Five General stage, then receives the other type to reach the full
complement of Hundred-fifty:

As for the Seventy-five [General] Register, there are Transcendent and Numinous
types. The yin pneumas are Transcendent: the yang pneumas are Numinous. The
Numinous are in charge of Earth while the Transcendent are in charge of Heaven.
Heaven is in charge of the civili Earth is in charge of the martial. The martial i in
charge of the internal while the civil is in charge of the external. If one is nurtured
within the master's gate and learns from fellow Daoists, that person should first
receive the Numinous officers: if one lives outside the master's gate, visiting and
calling upon others, that person should first receive the Transcendent officers. After

Y Dongxuan Lingbao sandong fengdao kejie yingshi4/ . It is uncertain how to
interpret this statement. [t is tempting to take the three ages as applying to the three
different registers. Also, some lists include the Three Generals register among the
inner registers conferred on Libationers.

W Zhengyi fawen taishang wailuyi1la.

" 1am indebted to Maruyama Hiroshi for pointing out this key fact.
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receiving the Transcendent officers one should advance and receive the Numinous
officers: after receiving the Numinous officers, one should advance and receive the
Transcendent officers, so that when added to the previous group it equals one hundred
fifty, the register’s full complement,

L aE e, AL, REE, Sl fEx Rk mER, kR ok
b, FELERIMIA, (RM§ZEL, SR, O, AWM. eTh. ThiE. T,

FRE EEM ZWAELT, BNk,

Here the decision to first receive the Transcendent or Numinous officers is determined by the
location of one’s posting, either within the household of one's master (Numinous first) or
evangelizing outside the master’s gate in profane society (Transcendent first). At the end, this
same source criticizes a method of tranamission that bepins with the Numinous officers and
follows with the Transcendent bocause it proceeds from the near to the far.

Other sources suggest that the gender of the novice determined which type of register they
received first. The Chuanshou sandong jingjie falu lueshuo (3b) of Zhang Wanfu () states that
the Transcendent registers are vang and in charge of men, whereas the NMuminous registers
are vin and in charge of women.

The Code of the Great Perfected says little about the Hundred-fifty General Register,
noting only that a novice receiving this register a different master than the master who
conferred the Seventy-five must give pledge offerings including firewood, rice, paper, brushes,
ink, a writing knife, vermillion, and plain silk. It is clear that this register actually involves
uniting a Seventy-Five General register of Transcendent officers with a similar register of
Numinous officers, but the significance of this fact is the subject of controversy. Schipper has
sugpested that this uniting of registers is linked to the famous Union of Pneumas (Cheqgi } sex
rite. In this view, one type of register is assigned to each gender, and they unite their registers
by uniting their bodies in a rite that some believe constituted a marriage between the two new
libationers.

There is some support for this in the Protocol of the External Registers. The “Petition
Expressing Gratitude for Promotion from Seventy-five to Hundred-fifty General Register®
mentions receipt of a “mystic dispensation”™ (xuanshi ¥ ) that some have suggested might
refer to the Joining of Pneumas rite.'® The “Petition for Initiation to Unassigned Evangelist™
marks the first posting as a libationer after receiving the Hundred-fifty General Register: the
new libationer does not have a parish affiliation and must travel itinerantly, converting the
profane and ministering to hisher converts. The document emphasizes the importance of the
Joining of Pneumas in preparation for this posting in the following terms:

1 humbly opine that it is the imperial culmination that s/he should long to hear of. 1

1 Zhengyi fawen taishang wailuyi 6a7.
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will always fully reveal the words of the perfected concerning the interactions of yin
and yang, when husband and wife, representing the two principles, constitute the
essential element of the seed people, as they use the three, five, seven and nine
[breathing pattern] to initiate each other. Emerging together from the three realms,
they frolic in the Three Purities,

(R, BEATEDB. BULSION. PR, RECMN, MRZE, =hth, THBAM.
FIH=9. Ail=a.

Here entry into the rank of Unassigned Evangelist is closely linked to performance of the
Joining of Pneumas by married couples as a form of initiation into the community of the saved.
The new libationer traveled about visiting families, teaching the Celestial Master beliefs and
practices, and this sex rite was a central part of the teaching.

The system of registers had another essential component: an array of progressively more
detailed and demanding moral codes, enumerated as precepts (jie ), that accompanied the
geriptures and were enforced by the spirit soldiers conveyed by the register. The earliest
surviving text from the Celestinl Masters, the Xiang'er Commentary to the Laozi , is already
ingistent upon the central importance of the precepts. Unfortunately, we cannot be sure of the
content of many early precepts because this genre seems to have been especially susceptible
to influence from changing mores and the growing presence of Buddhism. There 15 a
particularly full list of precepts in the Chuanshou sandong jingjie falu lueshuo (1/1a-2a). It
begins with the Three Precepts, Five Precepts, and Eight Precepts that we have seen were
preliminary to the reception of a parish register as a Daoist citizen. There we also find the
Seventy-two Precepts that were received by novices, “the Transcendent and Numinous
registers gang,” and the Hundred-eighty Precepts that marked a Male Officer or Female
Officer (i.e., a full libationer or Correct and Unitary Daoist priest [E—iif +).'* We find at a
higher level in this list the ancient Twenty-seven Precepts of the Xiang'er and the system of
five, thirteen, and seven hundred precepts of the Sanhuang tradition, as well as sets of
precopts particular to other scriptural traditions. In any case, possession of these precepts 1s
essential. The Correct and Unitary Seripture of Rituval Deportment, commenting on both the
Seventy-two Precepts of the noviee and the Hundred-eighty Precepts of the libationer, notes:*

5 There have been some studies of the Hundred-eighty Precepts set (Penny ;
Hendrischke and Penny ; Schmidt ), but almost nothing has been written on the
Seventy-two.

' Zhengyd welvifing 3b.  This passage would seem to be out of place in the
chapter. It occurs at the end of a long list of successive steps in the hierarchical
organization of the Celestial Masters, but belongs near the beginning. It was perhaps
placed thus because it is the only entry in the list dealing with precepts.
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Those who do not receive them will suffer interrogation and punishment of their
persons by the Four Directors of the Three Realms: their name will be erased from the
Roster of the Good and his cognomen listed in the ranks of criminals; their parents in
this and previous lives will not escape the Three [Evil]l Paths. If they receive it and
practice it, the Heavens will sing their glory, they will be respected by the spirits,
seven generations of ancestors will be reborn in the heavens, and they will personally
ascend to the Cloudy Palace,

AEzA. ZHEE], SHRE, AN, SRME. SRR, Fe=8. T2,
EECHRR, WeMrGE, CHEX, S49EE.

Thus your personal fate and that of your family was dependent upon the acquisition and
sedulous ochservance of large sets of precepts that regulated almost every aspect of life,

The system of registers was all-encompassing within the community. Both men and
women received registers, and to marry, a prospective couple had to hold the same rank of
register. Moreover, women studied with female masters, and males with male masters, so the
number of male and female members at any given rank was probably roughly equal. A list of
twenty-four church offices that has come down to us reveals that each position had-a male
{(designated “of the left”) and a female (designated “of the right”) eccupant. Similarly, men and
women of mean or even slave status, often non-Chinese, were accepted as full members of the
church and could advance to the level of libationer, becoming master to a flock of diverse
arigins. The result was a multi-ethnic religious community with significant gender equality.

A good source for information about the role of women in the early church is found in a
section titled “Five types of women receive the essential registers,” which opens the Protocol
of the Outer Registers.'® The first is the maiden, who grows up in a Dacist houschold and is
brought by her parents at an appropriate age to the family master for training. This is in
preparation for her eventual marringe to another member of the community with a similar
register. The second is the woman who, as an adult, rejects marriage and devetes herself to
the Daoist faith. She goes to live in the houschold of her master, who is usually a married
woman. The third is the married woman, who must surrender all registers if she marries a
member of the profane, or receive new registers if her spouse's rank is higher. The fourth is
the widow, in this case a woman whose spouse has died and for one of a number of
enumerated reasons cannot or will not remarry; there is a suggestion that the widow needs
the protection of a higher register because of the misfortune that surrounded her husband.
The fifth is the woman who returns home because of divorce or a conflict in their fates,'®

18 Zhengyi fawen taishang watluyi 1a-d4a,
% This last reason seems unlikely to have applied in the early church, when
divination was abjured.
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(Given its origin on the western margins of China, Dasism probably included indigenous
peoples of the region from its inception: certainly by the time of the Hanzhong kingdom
(191-215), Ba [ tribesmen were an important component of its population of especial
importance to its defense. The Protocol of the Outer Registers also gives evidence of the
multi-ethnic character of the early church. It speaks of two groups of lower-class aspirants to
Daoist registers, oné domestic slaves born originally to “a home of the Man, Mo, Di or Liag"
(the applicant is cautioned to state the true origins), and the other free non-Chinese living
intermixed with them and referred to as “an YiRong' Di/Qiang from bevond the borders of
civilization to the East'West/South/North or from the mountains and streams of a certain
province, commandery and county within the borders.™ We might see in this distinction the
origing of two paths for ethnic minorities in Damam: some would assimilate to their Chinese
coreligionist and merge into Chinese society while others would maintain their tribal
structure and non-Chinese identity, but still integrate Dacism and many advanced features of
Chinese civilization into their culture. Owners of slaves who express devotion to the faith
are encouraged to grant them manumission:?!

If there is one with virtue, good men will liberate him and he should be treated as a
worthy citizen.
WIHEE, BARY, KRRd.

Another issue for those of menial status seeking to advance in the church was the cost of
pledge offerings required for ordination: here as in the case of destitute women the master
may have lent offerings from the parish storehouse.

Registers thus fulfilled a number of functions within the early church. First, they clearly
delineated members and non-members, and members were warned frequently about
divulging secrets to non"members. Second, it provided a system for the recruitment and
training of religious professionals through the novitiate. Third, it provided a social hierarchy
within the movement that at considerable variance with that of profane Chinese society,
recognizing as powerful ritual masters and teachers both men and women of both mean and
foreign birth. Fourth, it provided a secure way to allocate the scriptural resources of the
movement to individuals with the training to understand them and the devotion to keep them
from improper eves. Fifth, it provided Dooist communities with a moral code that was
enforced by the community and applied to every member in proportion to their position in the
community. Sixth, the company of clerks and soldiers, led by valiant generals, provided
psychological assurance is a world of warfare, plague, natural disasters, and a brutish early
death, and a way for the Daoist faithful to take some control of their own fate, Seventh, the

i Zhenayi frwen taishang wailuyi $a-5a.
. Zhengyi fawen taishang wailuyi 5a.
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clerks and soldiers of the register also provided an in-dwelling surveillance service that
could be drawn upon by the Daocist master, providing an extra incentive toward proper
conduct, Finally, since the master had the authority to strip an individual of registers in
response to misconduct, it also provided a this-worldly enforcement mechaniam for the social
norms encoded in the precepts.

This system of registers seems to have survived at least through the Tang dynasty.
Mid-Tang works by Zhang Wanfu systematize all this knowledge in a convenient format. Du
Guangting # ¥ B¢ (860-833), writing in the Five Dynasties, produces our last significant
collection of Celestial Master petitions.®® This text even includes a late version of the most
fundamental petition, the confession to the Three Offices. Even the Joining of the Pneumas
rite may have survived into the Song dynasty.® Even today Daocists often possess registers,
some awarded by the Celestial Master at Longhushan, some just transmitted within families
with no clear origin. Because of the compression caused by successive revelations and new
Dacist movements, modern registers typically convey far more exalted titles and scriptures
than the basic external registers of the early Celestial Masters, but still maintain this ancient
tradition. Could communal Dacism with its system of external registers and universal
priesthood have survived in some parts of China much later? The answer to this question will
require further research.

2 The Taizhang xuanci zhuhua zhang I LT EETR,
23 For example, the Sandong vivdao ¢ WHEEHE of Sun Yizhong fEHE
(written in 1003) mentions married couples performing the Joining of Pneumas.
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Yubu J/IF in Yao manuscripts

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Lucia Obi

As an spotropaic an the imping step of the Great Yu, yubu 0} 5, was in use already in the Han Dynasty
and found it way into Daoist theory and practice. By the early 13* century Bai Yuchan E 8 already
considered it 10 be the basis of the practices of all Dacist schools: W5 #5281, In their lingies yubu is used
primarily for creating or purifying a rirual space and for submitting pettions w0 the world beyond. The steps are
o be performed on a cosmological diagram, such as the constellation of the Great Dipper k3| or the luoshu
nuﬁ:ﬂm?ﬁﬂ.hmnhrnfuinﬁ:Dﬂt&umm:pﬂdﬁ:ﬂlydﬁhﬂdmmmwdﬁs
technique and use cermin graphic conventions 1 depict the sequence of the stepa: usually, the luoshy square or
the beidou stars.

As yubu in Yao societies is mainly transmited verbally as part of initaton rinals, linke is to be found on
this topic in religious manuseripts, In daogong il 4% manuscripts of the Jingmen T "] however, the usual
graphical representations ean be found. Within texts for initiaton rimals and announcement dals B4 F8,
tuoshu diagrams are provided for creating a sacred space. For purifying purposes a sequence of steps known as
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fufengmng JLELE must be performed according to these diaprams. The beidou stars arranged as 2 "ladder”
for climbing into the sky are mainly 1o be found in esowenc imscructons mive B0 and brgies of the
Jingmen shigong {43 pricss.

In contrast, in Youmian {£%] manuscripts yubu choreographies are represented almost exclusively as
sequences of linde foorprints, exactly as found in the Tianxin Fdl> texes of the 10" 1o 13* centurics. In death
and salvation ritual texts, they are referred to as jisoyin B 5], However, they are also associated with a rrual
journey through the mythical nine provinces JL M, similar to fancn i dwals of the Meishan #§ 1)
tradition in Hunan and o fanne §84 rivals of the Lishan Bil] wadidon in Morthern Taiwan, Again, yubu
serves the purpose of creating and purifying a sacred space and of crossing the boundaries beraeen the worlds,
Besides, it is also considered 2 powerful weapon of the Shigong priest in rials of exorcism. However, it is
often pointed out that only the steps B of the right doctrine iF 3%, Le. the Lishan waditon [0 (113, will
enable him to destrov evil spires.
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Yubu & in Yao manuscripts

Lucia Obi (WHET)

Yubuz: Seate of research

“Whas abour gang bu? T 45 M ? °, Bai Yuchan [ 54, the famous Neidan master of the eary 13th
Century, was asked. In his answer Bai traced the step back w the culmre hero Yu: “EHFEM" ' The swep
of the Great Yu , yubu [} 3¢, which by Bai® s dme already had become the foundation of the religious
practices of all Dacist schools, J7 #4222 188, and indispensable in their linurgics, is mentioned time and aggin
outside the Brurgical context n novels and anecdotal kteratare, Hong Maia in his Yijfanehi for instance reporns
abour the use of yubw in the fight agninst malevolent spirits but also as an agent that is used by “witches™
harm others”. In Sanguo yanyi Zhu Geliang invokes the stars of the Nosthern Dipper beidou dE b by
performing 3 5 B 2 in order m pet information about his futere fate’, According i a narmtive of the
CHanlong ers 3 peomancer made a founmin spring from the ground with the help of ES- 5 and in an
account of Lisozhal Zhivi a female medium successfully finished a min nineal by B#{EE"

The orgin of the limping gait, in which one leg is drawn behind, can be traced back o religious and
philosophical concepts of the Han dynasty und cosmaloggeal kbeas, which go even back further, Evidence for

VSR G RS (HY 1296, |:6a). For Bai see Qing Xitai (1993:121-27); for his relationship to Shenxiao
and thunder ritual see Matsumoto Koichi #:##%5— in Noguchi cval. (1994:487-488, 298-299) and
Michel Strickmann (1975, 00 W PPORRE) £ QRN E = v €2 BEIR Tohd Shokyd 8O
WM 46 15-28).

* Vol.1,1:364: Shrheng fgad, Vol 4:1498; Huashow yao xiongwy

¥ Yol 2, 103; 900-901

* in Fujian, recorded in Taiwan in 1970; see Seaman 1986:10-11

* Zhang Youhe ACH (MEED) 1978: WMRIEN @ iedrit o & Lilpd . & 3382 Yo er
=

* Afier Granet's studies (1925:146-151; 1959,3: 549-579) Andersen (1989-90; 1990; 1995) was the first to
devote in-depth rescarch to the subject; for early cosmological concepts and numerological speculations
concerning pwdw see Berglund 1990, Allan 1991; sce also Harper 1{978-79; 1980-81; 1982: 98-99), Hu
Xinsheng 1996:76, Robinet (1979 176 1, 228-234, 311, 323-25: 197%: 57; 1995); Schafer (1977:
238-42; 1981: 388); Lagerwey (1987: 95, 101, 128, 151); Eberhard (1968 72-75); Tuo Xiuming 1994b;
Schipper 1989, Sakai 1989, Fujino 1976, Sakade 1993; Sakade Yoshinobu 35 H{#F#) ([ 5. In: Moguchi
et al.1994: 26-27); Ishida 1990, Saso 1978; Takasc 1972; Murakami Yoshimi # L8030 (25 Bk, in
Noguchi et.al. 1994: 27). For recent research see Liu Zongdi 1997; Chao Tianyi 2000; Yu Jian 2002; Li
Jianguo; Zhang Yulian 2006; Wang Jin 2008; Li Li 2009; Liu Yutang, Jia Haiyan 2009; Xia Dekao 2010;
Xiong Yongxiang, Wang Jin, Tan Zhao 2010; Ren Tanke 2010; Liu Liping 2010; Liu Guangrui 2011;
Wang Qing 2011; Yan Xigin 2011; Li Chachong 2011.
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the practice can be found already for the end of the thind century BC associated with the myth of Yo' and
ideas of sacred kingship. As an apotropaic art the step already was in use during the Han dvnasey®, found s
wiy into Daoist theory and practice and first was explained in dewil in the Baopuz' 1w which subsequent
writngs refer again and again. An innovation within the Taoist tradition was the performance of the step on 2
disgram representng the cosmos. In partcular reo paneens were favored, the consielladon of the Morthern
Diipper beideu, which was associated early on with a central ruler, and 2 disgram in the form of a loshe 7346
magical square. It simultancousdy containe the nine mythical provinces fiuzhou JL# in which the world had
been divided by Yu the Great'', and may addigonally connin the eight wrigrams of the Yijing, the five clements
and the compass direcdons, os well s the stars of the beidou. Had the Shangging b3 traditon sdll
specialized in wechniques of individual sabvation and longevity associated with beidou™, such as visualization,
medimive ‘climbing” or 'driving’  in its stars, the consellaton was theawically staged in the Hurgies of
the Zhenya iE - eradition by performing yubw. In this context, the step often appears under names such s
B i er B3R . Gang ¥, ordginally a term for a specifie group of the beidou stars, or bugang #F
become the technical terms for o sequence of yubu steps’’, which in the larer linurpical context s no longer
necessarily carried out in the kmping gait of Yo In the rial context paeo basie types of applications for bugang,
namely the purifving and creation of a sacred area and the filing of petitons o the world beyond emerped.™
The technique was chiefly incorporated into the Jiso M ruals of the Zhenygyi wadivion, less into Zhai B and

? for the Myth of Yu the Great see Granet (1959,3: 467-503); Eberhard ( 1968: 143, 349-361); Zhao (1989;
232-3, 245), Yuan (1985: 169-170); Zhang (1991: 209-237); Dragan (1991: 146, 160); Chang (1976: 165,
16%9).

¥ as can be demonstrated for the medical and divinatory context of Mawangdui and Shuihudi texts. See
Harper (1982:2, 98-99), Zhou Yimo M| —il etal (1994: oEMERE SR Sofe, bl OB HRRRE: 273)
and Mare Kalinowski (1986: Les traités de Shuihudi et I"hémérologie chinoise a la fin des
Roysumes-combattants. T oung PooT1:175-228).

* Juan 17:4, Juan 11:11

% for the relationship between magic squares, 5L and sacred kingship see Soothill 1951, Berglund
{1990:259-268) and Kalinowski (1985:778). The i#1 diagram clearly inspired Yijing and other systems of
divination in the early and medieval China, as alagile 3% or the concept of the Gods of the Nine Palaces
FLECPHE, which were subject to an official cult from the Tang 10 the Song dynastics; see Xiong
{1996:273-T8, 283, 303), Yamada Toshiaki (LB (JLE In: Noguchi et al.1994: 95). For dvashu, fefy
magic squarcs and their function as cosmographic models see Camman 1961; Berglund (1990:89 ), Michacl
Saso (1978: What is the Ho-tu? History of Religions 17:399-416) and Saso (1978: 265, 295).

" seethe BTl chapierof #ilf and HEMT 4; Hu Jianguo (1993:44) cites other early sources (i,
FlT MR, M, 3% LF) mentioning these new provinces %, 8, W, th, #, ¥,
M, % and 8. which were attributed to Yu's work only by later Confucians.

2 gee Robinet's publications

" originally gewe T denoted the constellation bevdbw or specific pans thereof respectively; see Ofuchi
Ninji {1983:222-223,242-244, 249-250) and Lagerwey (1987:75,83-84,93, 101) for various forms of 1
within Daoist liturgies.

" this s attributed by Andersen (1990:13-15) mainly to the Song dynasty Daoist school Tranxin zhengfa
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Lingbao liturgies” and not into Chinese Buddhist limrgies, although the matrix befdou, on which the step is
performed primarily, does play an imporant role in Buddhist texis™,

In Zhai linargics mainly in buxu 2 H hymns” arc w be found. These originally were assoctated with yubu, a
with this technique, ‘the void’ could be paced when walking in the skies, a5 still is amply documented in
Tang poctry”'. These chants, sung when the priest and his assistants proceed sround the altar in o slow
measured pace, so o speak are a sublimared form of yubu and sometimes even day are sill performed in the
Emping step of Yu the Grear.

Litle is known about the passing on of yubu, however in the Daoist Canon Daozang some texts dealing
specifically with this technology can be found. Thus B EWARTFRETHRECEMEE LT oy
be understood as a waching wext for yubu, exphining technique, theoretical concepts and different varianes of
steps, listing rules of behavior, accompanying incantations or mantras. JE and Talismans §F. " KX SEH A
i i also conmins 2 small teaching text on yubuw, justified by the fact that the technique was nor performed
properdy those days: Several §f  diagrams are depiceed, the function of associated mantras and muodras or
pesmures 5§ which are nextricably linked o yubuy in the limegical context, is explained. However, not their
role in self-culdvation, but rather their apotropaic value is emphasized. It is said that cermin sequences of sweps
mqq:mﬁi:mmwuﬂuﬁlﬂrrﬂimdmdumyupiﬁumdmmpmu Some graphic conventions to
repeesent the dance step can be found in these wxrs, Usually, only the underlying diagram, often a fuoshu
square o the beidou consiellarion, are depicted as dow or characters, the order of paces is indicated by lines
connecting these points, In o few of these wxs, there is another form of represenmation: small footpring
connected by lines, which similary ean be found in certin Youmian manuscripes,”

Yubu in Jingmen manuscripts
In various types of wexis in the Jingmen corpus specific graphs for ywbu sequences are depiceed: luoshu magic

1 Schipper (1989:116) however notes £#1 and 28 in Lingbao texts,

" Franke (1990) and Xiso Dengfu B S8 GHES A0 MmN &40 HXWHESE 1093)
are convinced that Aeddbw worship eriginated in Daocism.

" see Ofuchi Ninji {1983:253) for an fmprint of a dwr hymn; Schipper (1989:112, 115) refers to the
circumambulation of Buddha relics, pracistningand % psalms; see Hu Fuchen 1995 (1569: 5 81,
1597: M) and Ogawa Yiichi D — (2. In: Noguchi et al.1994: 545).

" see Schafer 1981 and note the title of his monograph on star worship *Pacing the Void® (1977).

" HY 1305, dating from the time of Southern and Northern Dynasties.

* HY 1472, dating from the Ming dynasty, within a chapter on techniques concerming &8 (k7%; 3:2a,
3:3a-4b, 3:53a, 3:7a. Further texts from the Daoist Canon devoted to pwde were studied by Andersen
(1989-90) and Robinet (1976:159-273; 1979; 1989:159-191).

HOKESRNERS] (HY 1009, containing a Tang dynasty commentary by 3 see Ren, Zhong
1995:754, Andersen 1989, Tsai 2005, Barrett 1990, Barrett, Lo 2006), A& FEyEEE ST (HY
21T and K =GR EMSEENEERE HY 763)
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squares, small, interlinear beidow diagrams and “beidou ladders' for dimbing into the aky.® The Jwoshu diagram
in the manuseripts wsually is represented by nine crcles armanged in three lines, inscribed with characters
representng provinces, migrams or numbers ndicatng a sequence of steps. This vasant is found in ordination
texts, but also in BEFF linurges. Mosdy in ordinaton wexts two of these fuoshe, EEHE and M HE, are
found and an sccompanying text explains the different sequence of steps for yin or yang days.™ They should
be followed with the couds paced in yubu steps nr'hyﬂ:.*in&“ In one of these texts the diagram that is to be
paced by the initate, rather than the usual wigrams conains the names of the nine deites dunjia 8 7 L 89,
who the same time denominate the nine beidow stars™ The puspose of this step is the creation of the image of
an ordered universe through the activation of the fuoshy trigrams with the step of Yu the Grear™, as is done
every ome durnng the consrructon of a sacred area in the Chinese Zhenpn liurpes,

Yu in his efforts o eliminate the flooding of the world, pierced the dragon pass longmen, in a cave mer Fuxi,
who presented him with a plaque with the eight trigrams AE 2 B dhar helped o restore the ordered
structure of the wordd.” In associadon with yulwr this mythodogem is not only repeatedly alluded o in varbous

‘orthodox”  Daozang texts but also in Youmizn manuscriprs. According 1o a text of the Tianxin school from
the 13th Cenwry, one is supposed o perform yubu steps on beidow in the traditional pose of Yu the Gereat at
the dragon gare: (B35 M RAMHERN 35, or in  statement on the basic forms of yub, J45= 45 JLB
f#, that ane should imagine oneself w sand in front of the dragon gare HOeHwED BfMNZzE" In
Youmian ordinaton rexts sdepts are requested to make the dragon gate permeable with three yubu steps, and
at the beginning of & Bl ordination dtual in northern Thailand, it is said thar during the constucton of the
sacred area one must make three yubuy steps and break through the dragen gae.™

However in the Jingmen manuscripts containing all these images of a world organized by Yu himself, there is
ne reference to this conneetion. Especially linuegies of announcement rinals contin instructions for * Nine
Phoenix Swep’  sequences f ML [ on luoshe diagrams which are well known from the alar purification

2 These are mostly aeopomg manuscripts

23 Cod.sin. 633, ordination liturgy # HEF

M Cod.sin. 713:8a, ordination liturgy BEIGEH 848

¥ Cod.sin.704: FHRLIER. According 1o Xiong (1996:276-77) the divinities F 3, KM, Kifi, XM,
i, KL, bk, AT and K3 have been associated with the system of JLE[ since the Tang
dynasty.

¥ for the re-creation of the cosmos through the priest's performance of pwhe in Zhengyi rituals see
Lagerwey (1987:31); for the structure of the sacred space see Lagerwey (1987:23-48).

T Quoted from Shiw v HHHER. sce MG CRFEMIE. WEAEAE B o6 BAEH: & 291:43
L I"Tils) and Lagerwey (1987:31)

B b FIERE (HY 566, 5:3a) by Deng Yougong WE4730 (1210-79); in part, a reissue of the earlier K
bRy SO (HY1217) by Yuan Minozong JG¥55; see Boltz 1987:35, 265

B RREMHAAEM (HY 1472: 3:8b)

¥ Shiratori 1975:129
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ceremonies of the Chinese wadition and are often named 88T due to their function. One of these jinfeng
disgrams is combined with a befdou disgram, among whose separate stars the inscripdon LI, ( 8 ) &CHER
B, nine-fold phoenix destroy malignant ghosts and wipe out the pollution, is diseribured

Beidou diagrams interspersed in the text especially can be found in esoteric instructons miyu, as 2B~
Ht BB B, but also in linrgies specifically addressing beidou, as 45 7 #1344 8, in lrurges for submitting
petitions R FEF  and in limrgies honoring the poddess Dimu 7 . In this context esoteric naming
systems for the stars of beidou known from the Chinese Daoist radition are used, So under the heading 3. i
LRI E T in a manuseript rwo charts are to be found. According o the first, one should ascend to the
sky with sun, moon and sters S0 F FfH B via the individual stations of beidouw E 9, f80, 87, =
B, MERL, E @, S, only then should one read the subsequent i B disgram with his eight wiprams.™
Such mips can lead through cermin skies as i 5T B, L ALAF or B fF, but always at the beginning the
heavenly stircase is to be used, whose strting point is marked as the first star of beidou™, and one has 1©
climb with up with yubu, the step, that leads 1o heaven. The ‘sublimated”  yubu variane, buxu #71E hymns,
can as well be found in Jingmen wxis.” Daogong priests must have been very familiar with these chants, as is
demonstrated in o passage in o B % B lijrgy: one 5 requested to recite o buxu mantra invoking the
constellaton Southern Dipper but only the headline is provided: 3 2 B R 4 7L ~ ~. The wavy lines ar the
end of the sentence indicate thar knowledpe of the subsequent buxy passage was assumed that there was no
noed to execute it lengehily ™

Yubu in Youmian MHANUSCHpPES

While in the Jingmen texts the “classic’  yubu steps on fwoshu and beddou diagrams are decumented, in

Youmian manuscripts forms of yubu that are not ded o this basic partern can be found. As in the Tianxin

texts mentioned above they are usually represented in the form of  'footpring parerns” |, are often drled
‘foot guides’  EPE| —&E or EISIM and appear mostly in connection with death rimals, such as  * foot

guides for the dead” WL8(T- A B8

One explanation for this context can be conmined from a form that is used during a B(EE rinual by another Yao

N Cod.sin. 253:16-17; Cod.sin. 1004:32a

% Cod.5in.590:37; Cod.sin 273:56; Cod.sin 284; Cod.sin. 715:25b-27a; Cod.sin. 925

" Cod.sin. 998:16a; Cod.sin. 651. The terms for pie-days, written with the radical % and documented
only for this context, are to be found in Cod.sin. 408:19b or Cod.sin. 836, Lagerwey (1987:74) mentions
names for the stars of desiglow in *pseudo-Sanskrit syllables’ which can be traced back to the Tianxin
Tradition. See iz B B K BBl IE — B W WoBh ik (HY 1210, 224:7), which lists different naming
systems for the stars, depending on whether they were invoked on even-numbered g days or
odd-numbered pir days; see B EEE LA KB £ (HY 622:4, where this nomenclature is
explained) and Drexler]1994:31.

M Cod.sin.1005:14b

¥ Cod.sin. 659, Cod.sin. 747, Cod.sin. 632

¥ Cod.sin.1005:25a

¥ Sinica 3255:12b; Cod.sin 544:21a; Sinica 3359:3b,
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group in Guangdong, the Paiyao.™ Itis dided 05| —ill —{ and dedicated to the real soul of a persan —{if
E#M whao died from an illness, It was issued on the urpent order of Supreme Lord Lae and on behalf of the
Exorcism Bureau of the Northern Pole of the of the Supreme Correct Unity & _FIF—Jb B SERAET. It
states that as a measure of accompanying welfare the bocal altar issued a sheet of foor guide B 3| —3 w
the decessed, o accompany him on his way up in the sky and down under the eanth. May the roads © the
places where human souls are heading for not be blocked!™ These diagrams thus serve 1o guide the deceased
safely into the other world of his afierife. Yibu here wo is o technique enabling ransgressions into other
worlds, The footprnt patermn diaprams however are also  be seen in the context of 2 pardecular type of text
on a journey through the warld of the nine mythical provinces fiushou L.

Applicaton and mransmission of yube in Yoomian culmre

Yubu serves as 1 means to create a sacred area for Daodst Heurgies and o eross the borders berween the worlds.
Moreover with the help of this technique Youmian in Guangxi and Thailand also summaon auxiliary soldicrs for
exorcism rimals from the world beyond and perform salvadon dwals. ® It is considered the weapon of the
shigong priest, used in the barde of pacifiying spirits and heterodox deides.  “Which god, which spint dase get
in my way, when I perform yuba? When the sequence of steps is mking shape under my feet, even thieves and
tigers and wolves no longer sdr” . ' In the manuseripts it Is often pointed out that the sequence of steps of
the ‘rght doctrine’ TR {FEIE# rtogether with the right ! geswures always be applied®  "If you
execute a sequenee of steps, then it has 10 be the one of the ancestral master FEHE of your own religious
tradition. Do not perform meaningless paces, a1 you would fall ino the void. And you must execute fue
gestures of the Lishan doctrine if you want to destroy cvil spines.” The “oght’  yubu bs conveyed as part of
ordinations to Youmian in Hunan, Guangxi and Thailand. As conchusion of {48l ordination ceremonics
seven positions indicated by coins on a piece of cloth spread an the floor, need to be paced by the indtiates in 2
particular order.,” In the course of $# #f ordinaton dmals in Guangx there are special sections, during

® According to Tapp (1989:226) Paiyao in northeastern Guangdong distance themselves from Guoshanyao
{Youmian) and vice versa. Nevertheless, there are many similarities on the religious level. According to
Lian; Ma; Li (1992: 47) Paiyao frequently refer to Daoist traditions from Hunan; the priests would
pronounce liturgical texts in "a kind of Hanyu®, not Kejia, Cantonese or Yao. Actually the texts do
mention Daocist schools from Hunan, like the famous Shaoyang thunder school (Li, Fang 1995:161, 285).

¥ Li, Fang 1995:367

# Ding, Liu, Luo, Liu 1992:228-231

1 Cod.sin. 543:6a ; Cod.sin.586:11a-b

4 Shiratori 1975:138; jue gestures are almost never depicted in Yao manuscripts.

4 Shiratori 1975:143, 204; Cod.sin. 751 :6a; Cod.sin, 1028:11a

# Zhang lingsong 1996:87, 107; Takemura, Hatsuo 1978:258; for application of puda during these
ordination riteals see also Zhang Jingsong 1993:45; Thang, Zhao 1996:99; Ding, Liv; Luo; Liu
1992:229-31
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which adepts under the guidance of the priest leamn to read the lirurgical scriprures and o practice yubu®, From
the manusceipts we beamn thar while doing so, dey must not laugh, or chat it is unseemly o mik, Buc the
teaching master also should not laugh ae the linle funre masters.® They are prompted o preserve the
wransmitted yubu skill well and they are exhorted w perform it later in the correct manner and not to abuse it™
Even more details about the “mght’  yubu are w be leamed from the manuscrips:  “Bow before the
ancestral master, who went to acquire 1o the doctrine, bow a second tme before the local master, who teaches
the initiates, and bow a third dme before Lord Lao, who transmived the moue doctrine. While the boeal master
promotes intelligence by studying the scripures, it was the ancestral master who transmitted the correct yubu
steps and the right jue gestures of Lord Lao.”" ™ The skill is mediated predominantly orally. This would
explain why in the Yao corpus no theorencal writings abour yubu can be found, and it would also match the
testimony of a Han-Chinese shigong priest from Guilin, who confirms thar the manuscripis of all the priests
only contain approximate information on the varfous yubu paces and require oral explanation and guidance by
a teacher,”

Fantan fiff - to wun the altar upside down

In Youmian manuscripts there is a thyming text™ in seven-syllable verses describing a journey of ‘one's
master  § *  with yubu sweps through the mythical nine provinces 7L H{. At the menton of the nine
provinces one would rather expect the appearance of a magic luoshu square and 2 suitably defined sequence of
steps, instead, vardous ¥ -foorpring partesns are arached o the text, sometimes in the bottam half of the
manuscript page. The texes are entitled " Tumning the altar upside down XM F' . 'For use when
recruiting soldiers HLRIEM" . 'For wming over the five directions XLEMHE ' , 'Chant for mming
the heterodox ones upside down L ENi ¢ ¥88 ) MEH " | "Expelling demons with the step of Yu the
Great T B 8 4 W ' . They mosdy orginate from 19th Century Yunman. In more recent texes such
choreographies are rare. As a common feature all these texts are not integrated into a langer linsrgical conrexy,
but in smaller collections of "magical methods” /i, together with mlismans, incantations and forms, that
usually are related to salvation rials, funerals or exorchsing dtuals. All of the manuscript owners bear the
ordination name fa {% of the Lishan school and in most texes typical deities or paraphernalia of this school ase
mentoned, aften in conjunction with the Exorcism Bureau of the Northern Pole b8 lEFE B, the suprems
authority of the Tianxin F 4> school.

* see Liu Xisochun §l-hHE 1990 (ITIHEY. In: b BHEREEENAECELAEEEAT (od),
PHEERETHANECRA R 2EHE #: 6T

“ Cod.sin. 285:4a; Shiratori 1975:150

1 Cod.sin. 202:1a,2b

“* Cod.sin 367: 14b-15a

* Ji Songling 1987:37

* see Cod. sin. 540: 4a-8b, Cod. sin. 978: 4a-Th, Sinica 3359: 14a-19b, Sinica 3277: 27b-34b, Sinica 3316:
14b-16a, Sinica 3279: 31a-32a, Sinica 3285: 40b-41b, Sinica 3255: 20b-22b, Cod.sin.1037: 5a-8a,
11a-14b,
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The first pare of the twext describes the course of seven yubu steps on the cosmogram of the mythical nine
provinces  fl, # , whereby these are cleansed from harmful influences. Throughour Southem China” s
different ethnic grovps similar texts illustrated with luoshy diagrams and descriptions of cach step o be
performed can be found, Remarkable are the many identical phrased in the texts wied by various ethaic groups
with different languages. The sceond pare of the wxt describes the course of this joumey inw the five
directions, starting from the East, contnuing clockwise and finishing in the center, while everything is shattered
and mrned upside down (fan §§ / #8) and the universe is freed from evil spirits. In all the Southern Chinese
rituals the verb fan is interpreted differendy and subsequenty quite different mtuals are grouped around this
concept. This might be an indication that the rial so populir scross ethnic and linguistic boundaries mighe
have spread via the Chinese text. In the third and final part of the rfmal the universe is cleansed of criminal
pods, maleficent spirits and vengeful souls in ten devastating blows. In quasi-junidical parlance they are mted as
1B, a5 criminal offenders, they are summoned © court, interrogated and sentenced. Similar rituals are
documented not only for Fujian and Youmian in Guangxi. A rinual in the course of which evil powens are
charped in a " Daoist court” s documented already in X3 Gr#EES], 2 cexe of the Tianxin school, which
has something else in common with these Youmian texts: it is the earliest known text conining footprint
patters as o means of transmitting yubu In the Youmnian varant of the associated nmual, bamboo stcks as
representatives for harmful demons and divinities are prosecuted, interrogated and sentenced.

Part one: The first of my yubu-steps [ perform to the East

The text starts with the master performing a first step from the ‘head’  of the nine provinces o the East. He
passes places bearing the names of trigrams and the five clements MR, M 5BE or KBE and a special place
called Yanpzhou ™. Considering the migration myths of the Yao, their hisworically documented migratons
and their frequent allusions to Yangzhou, it might be empeing o regard it as a former settlement area of the
Yao in Southeastern China. Ritaal texts from other ethnic groups dealing intensively with the same topos
however, shed a different light on the subject. Paiyno in Guangzrhou rinually banish disease-causing spirits o
Yangzhou". From Han-Chinese Lishan rinual texts from Fujian we leam that vengeful souls, spirits and
malicious deities are shipped to prisons in Yangzhou. © On the other hand, spérit soldiers and guards for the
altar ate preferably recruited from this province, but it is made sure in any case thar they are sent back after
having fulfilled their rnaal duties.” Even in Chinese rimals from Yunnan and Sichuan the same evidence
occurs, In the course of a healing rinnl a Yunnanese priest travels wo Yangzhou on herscback 1o recruis
soldiers™. From Sichuan, deities, discase-causing spirits and even the skins and bones of dead spints are
dispatched to Yangzhou, while in return soldicrs are recruited from there. Gelao priests from Guizhou ferch

* M Yangzhou sometimes is replaced by WilR in the texts

M Liu. Fanp 1995:135

1 Ye Mingsheng 199611, 412; 115

M Ye, Lin 1997:422-425; Ye Mingsheng 1996: 11, 263; 295 Ye Mingsheng 1995:185, for #°F in
southwestern Fujian,

¥ Ni, Guol995:253

# Hu Tiancheng 1995b:223.4, 286; Wang Yue 1994:348; Wang Yue 1993:418.
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carpenters for the construction of thelr nue dnel alirs from the same place.” Yangzhou as a topic in the
religious ideas of all these groups, as the world beyond, where deceased family members and evil spiris are
banished o and where military assistance in the fight against the cvil forces is recruited from, seems o be
related 0 the Lishan traditon.

For other ethnic groups™ across southern China, there are similar, rhyming texes in seven-syllable verses,
describing the order in which the nine provinces of 2 luoshu diagram have 1w be passed through. During a
Han-Chinese Bf LM rinual in Sichuan®™ ninc swcks of money are set on 2 mar spread on the floor
represent the nine mythical provinces™, The rimal text includes diagrams, mostly in the form of luoshy squares,
and displays different sers of numbers and sequences of steps to pace the “provinces” @ B, #TRS, ¥,
B, M, B, M, B, B, Then it describes the different categories associated with the nine
provinces: the wigrams /UB (05, B, H. BE, 38, AR, M), the M, the cight sections of a year ([ 374§,
Mo MHR HEM, URH, BaR, ST, FFH), nawnl phenomena as EHE, i, B
i, FEW, SEM, MRk, Mpih, $Lf and the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. Here too, the concept
of a cosmos inhabited by vengeful souls is revealed. The  "cosmic’  doors ar the corners of Juoshu diagrams,
of altars and of the workd have 1o be kept open or scaled respectively 1 keep harmiul influcnces at bay: The
gate of heaven at the posidon of the trigram qian, the gate of the carth ar kun, the gate for humans at xen and
the spirit gate at gun X [MJRITERL L4, MLAFEI(EN B, APIWER A, RMEEREMRS In
another Han-Chinese Brurgical text for a /L ¥  rAnal from Sichuan™ Nine-province-City fL M 3 is
deseribed as being inhabited by vengeful spirits. A Chinese Text for a BEJLM drual from Yunnan® contains
a secion about o Juoshu diagram, which must be paced 1o cleanse the nine provinces, equated with trigrams
and the five cemens 8, &, A, K and 4, from harmful influences. The pacification of the world finally
is done with the help of soldicrs from the beyond" A similar text used during o 88 B drual in Fujian

' Tuo; Yang: Wang 1993:188, 208

* Evidence for a similar Youmian ritual comes from 3)1| in Guangsi, where during a S5/LH ritual the
shipong priest strides along nine wooden peles, reciting the names of the nine cosmic gates, provinces,
trigrams and five elements he is passing (Ding, Liu, Luo, Liu 1992:218-19).

* froma WHIFHE Ritual, recorded in the early nineties; in a related manuscript #E W, % and
WL are reflerred to as % °F. Hu Jianguo (1993:212-13, 337-8) mentions ER LM rituals as parts or
mug-rituals in Sichuan and Hunan.

* For Youmian in Thailand and Hunan similar jwh sequences on mats or blankets with piles of ritual
money or coins are documented; see Zhang Jingsong 1996:87, 107; Takemura, Hatsuo 1978:258

S OEWARER, BEETR, RRARW, NNTHZ, RITRREE, BEEST, hiEkmh £
i PEB ¥ Hu Tiancheng 1995a:172

2 Hu Tiancheng 1995a:177-178

® Wang Yue 1993:408

* Guo, Wang (1995:113-127) recorded the text 1987-1993 in northeastern Yunnan.

* Guo, Wang 1995:113, 122
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describes in detail® which deities from every provinee have 1o be invited and how many soldiers have 1 be
recruited to eliminate the hundreds of ghosts and evil spirits threatening the wordd® At the beginning of a
Gelao nooyuan SEM drual in Guizhou™ the pricst has w pace all five dircctions with yubu, the provinces
being equated with the five points of the compass, the five elements and the igrams, Similar o the Yao
practice he stares from the East and from there proceeds 1w all directons, complerely bumning, eliminating and
wiping out the evil spirits in order to protect mankind. The cosmie gates are opened or closed, lasge and small
temples are destroyed with the help of thunder fire™. The sequence of steps on the mgrams and provinces,
only o be guessed from the Yao exts, is reproduced here in dersil ™

Paiyao in Guangdong travel through the nine provinces during death rituals and initiatons.”  Yubu is the
means o reach worlds beyond and new existences. A rirual text” recorded in 1943explains the origin, forms
and functons of T and describes a journey to the five direcdons with the help of this skill. In passing,
ternples and their occupants are destroyed, deities and demons are summoned and killed, spirits are annihilaved.
For this purpose, it helps o master a thundes fire chado: 3 K HUEE R 8. A Paiyso gy for the
re-creation of the nine provinces W L™ deseribes a pricst's ascension to heaven, riding on a wheel of fire,
traversing provinces, trigrams and gares of heaven while cradicating spirits in the hundreds: 1B HE T4 (Ek,
2R - TREREEA" InaMao B dwal in Guizhou yubu s executed into all five
dircctions on a bamboo mat spread-out on the floor. A song is recited sbout the creation of the world by
Pangu and the creation of the nine provinces by Xuanywan Huangdi ¥ 8 75" It becomes evident that
throughout Southern China there are texts and rtuals similar regarding concept, structure and lainguage. The
texes consist of seven-syllable verses, evidently in a Chinese pronunciation and are illustrated with Juoshu
squares of other COMMOETAME,

Part two: 1 walk into all five directions and tum everything upside down

® Ye Mingsheng 1996: 1, 111-116; 11,263-66; the accompanying ritual is attributed to the Liishan school.
Lao Gewen (1993:45) mentions a Lshan text from Fujian, which as parts inclodes /L and JuMHIE;
Diean (1989:83) mentions a F LML ritual for southemn Fujian, Tsui (1989:139,143) o ritual text JLH
¥ for Hong Kong FLM#.

¥ Ye Mingsheng 1996:1, 264, 265

“ Tuo; Yang: Wang 1993:176-97.

® Tuo: Yang; Wang 1993:176-78, 179, 181, 180, 196

™ Tua: Yang: Wang 1993:184-86, 193

T Liu Yooquan 1994:214-15; however, these names mostly refer to real place names. Li Me (1994:220)
and Tang Hui (1995; 126-129) describe almost identical rituals for Paiyao.

™ Li, Fang 1995:42-60; see Li, Fang 1995,

™ Li, Fang 1995: 47, 43, 47,45, 50

™ from death ritual text; see Li, Fang 1995:159-165

" Li, Fang 1995:160

" gee Yang Lan (1995: 241-271); the altar is assigned to @ — 8, the son-in-law of Lord Lao.
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‘BEMHA—E" is the opening sentence w the second part of the text, where all five directions arc
turned  "upside down® . Heterodox masters who themselves mrn altars upside down and destmoy remples
must be fought topether with their heretical ypubu sequences.” Fanran is a destructive activity making use of
yube and also belongs 1o the repentoire of the masters of rval schoole. From a Han-Chinese invocadon [ i
# 5 from Yunnan we learn thar criminal deites and spirits, venpeful ancestors and living souls are
exterminated and  ‘catapulted” @I away from the body of an ill person. The refrain o each passape reads:

"After you will have been turned upside down and dealt with by me today, you will follow my somersaule and
disappear through the door: & §84 H W W, M & W 4 HMEE" ™ Fan § and fan B arc sed
interchangeably in the meaning of $§4-, “w somersault” . Here the pricst s himself upside down w
get rid of malevolent spiries. Another Han-Chinese ritnal text from Guizhou used for the recruimment of
soldiers is even mare explicic The depicted fLH diagrams are accompanied by demiled instructions on how
Fi, BE, B and $TH A have o be execured™, In Han-Chinese B /LHE rdruals in Zhejiang, the
priests are also tumed wpside down: they climb up & nine-storey altar JL M made of stacked rbles with
their bodies mrned upside down™ Yet another FEILHE rinual is performed in Shaoxing 5] W, serving the
salvation and ascenr of souls into the nine heavens, On a nine-storey tower consisting of 49 stacked mbles two
rrual specialists elimb up while doing somersals. Duringa @ fL& dal for dispelling spirits of pestlence
in Zhejiang, a priest is rolling down in a similar fashion along a nine-fold platform, his body wmed upside
down™. In these 8 rinuals, the provinces have been shifted 1o a verncal display,

A Liishan riaal MEKEARE in Longyan, Fujian, conmins BM as an exorcistic component. Rinal specialists
perform acrobatics and wen the altar upside down™ by doing handstands, by rolling back and forth on straw
mats or by rotating these maes above their heads™ A mat also plays an important role in o Hongrou rirual in
northern Taiwan for tarning upside down the carth Bl /% & in order to clean the five directions T4
and the house of the sponsor of harmful influences. Again, the pricst is performing on his hands. Lageroey
also mentions 1 "turning over the earth’ rmal @+ during which the pricst is doing a headstand on a

" Deng Yuandong 1993:53. The phrase is used in a similar meaning in a Kejia puppet play from Fujian,
when altars of rival schools are tumed upside down and destroyed. See Ye, Yuan (1996:417). Even in
Han-Chinese Lishan rituals from Fujian the expression #f 8 E& M £ is quite common, see Ye
Mingsheng (1996 :11, 247; Ye, Liu 1997:141)

™ Ni, Guol995:248-50

¥ Tuo Xiumin 1994b:9, 22; see also Lao, L 1993a:153

® Xu, Zhang (1997:77-79,109); while Zhang Dacling #ilf# is mentioned as progenitor of the doctrine,
typical Liishan ritual implements are used.

8 Xu Honptu 1994:783, 795, 802-03

& Katz 1995:204; Hu Fuchen 1995;1547

¥ Ye, Liu 1997:117, 144. A Lishan ritual text of the same area describes, how the priest imagines to
become a king, tuming upside down heaven and earth, letting rivers and streams cover the earth, 5o that
no place is lefk for spirits and deities to fles 10, Ye Mingsheng 1996:11, 4638,

™ Ye, Liu 1997:542-44
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straar mar,"

In Youmian farses ntual texis mats are froquently mentoned. Due to a text dedieated t the tuming upside
down of ciminals, fiF 2%, one end of & mat has o be ransformed into its other end before a fnran alear can
be built o perform a sweeping attack on criminal cresrures i &2 #ff 8 3 3 L.° In sddidon, many yubu
diagrams arc drawn together with rmlismans or passages concerning mas.” In a method for wening upside
down the alar 3 ¥ i 3% M 2 mar is ordered not 1o stay 2 common mat, but to tansform into o fanan
altar for wuming upside down cominal deities 7l 0 7 th — K S2F8." Only then the priest, hidden in the
body of his master, can catalpult them out of this world 768 9 5 #ff tH— A S8, The mat is not just a
weapon, bur mansforms into an alar, into a sacred space, a cosmojgram, and in the Lishan mradidon is related
toy rituals of ruming upside down the priest, the alar, the earth and ultimately the cosmos in order o restore is
original order.™

Part three: Attack on criminal spirits and vengeful souls

From this third part of the text it becomes evident that spirits and deities causing diseases, misforune and
disasters ane held responsible for their erimes. In a legal diction they are branded as criminals, J28 and 5728
A further caregory of creatures o be conmolled by law are vengeful ancestors T8 3 or souls of deccased
persons TEHL, who have been unjustly inflicied during their lifetime and have not been pacified by appropriate
funeral rites. The curses of this vengeful encestors must be banished by the ritval mastes, their souls have o be
rerumed o their oniginal bodies or redeemed, somctimes with the help of martial deities like Haifan #§ i 53K
HEHT™. However, ‘living' souls, %30 or 5 A 3L, of enemies, curses of neighbors, family members
and spouses can be made responsible for misfortune and 8 health and need 10 be deals with.™

Han-Chingse Lilshan texts from Fujian lise categories of vengeful souls, malevolent spirits, pods and living
souls, who must be tumed upside down in order to dissolve their curses.™ According to Chinese rirual texts
from Sichuan, vengetul souls poam the nine provinees, and in Yunnan an irvocadon BHEEETE is used o um

™ Xu Liling 1997:18-19, 94-95; the priest refers to himself as a Lilshan apprentice [Hili 8 F; see
Lagerwey 1989:69, During specific Tacist rituals in Taiwan a mat %T% spread on the floor symbolizes
the sacred arca, which spirits dare not enter. See Liv Huanyue 1994:75

# Sinica 3333:8b, Sinica 3359:14a; Cod.sin. 1037:15

¥ During a She 7T/ Hdance acrobatic demonstrations with a mat are given; sec Shi Lianzhu 198990

* Cod.sin. 540:1b; Cod_sin, 469:14a-b; Cod.sin 381:33b, Cod.sin4535:Ta

* In nituals of the Wanglao and Furen schools in Fujian a mat is also used as a symbol for an upturned altar
at zea (Ye, Liv 1997:132). In a Sichunn ritual 0 mat symbolizes the nine provinces, i.e, the cosmos (Wang
Yue 1993:407)

* Based on a similar Paiyao Li, Fang (1995: 559) describe %% as encmies, who are blamed for illness,
accidents and misforumne.

¥ Sinica 3359:32b; Shiratori 1975:84; Sinica 3359:31a; see Lei Zeguang 1943:43 for Guangdong

% gee Li, Fang 1995:370 for Paivao, Ye Mingeheng (1996:11, 300) for the Han-Chinese Lishan tradition

" Ye, Liu 1997:453 (an almost identical passage is found in Ye Mingsheng 1996:220, 306); Ye, Liu
1997:117
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upside down living hus and peo souls in a bealing rdal™ IF the culprits are not emed upside down, exiled or
deported to Yangzhou by boat, they are sent to prison.™ In the Youmian fantan texe, this prison is a metal well
4, wens of thousands of Fathoms decp, placing spirits and gods in a stare of panic.™ To be held in custody
here, means 1o be in hell, where they will not be allowed o utter 2 sound or make 3 wrong move.” Malicious
people and heenodox masters are forced down there, thelr heads down st the bottom of the well.™ These
prisons are an inicgral part of those Daoist rinals, in which evildocrs are to be punished.™ Altars have become
legal coarts. In a certificate of a Yangping altar for amestng spiris 80785 AT R on the occasion of
a B ntual in Fujian, it is publicly announced that the Jocal courr #2BE  has starred investigations against
various spints, who bave done harm to hbumans. This cernficae was issued i order 1 recruit soldiers from the
world bevond who will carch the spires, hand them over t the Lashan court for interropaton and mial. A
further certificate states that some spirits have already been summoned before the court. After public hearings,
the court instructed the sanmpuan gencrals = JEHE WL wo bring the criminals to jail in Yangzhou, from where
they may never return o the warld of the living™

A Daoist court and interrogations of evil spirits ane already found in the Tianxin exe A% SWHEHI™,
which describes % 1 i£, the method of summaoning deities to court and interrogating spirits in order 1w ward
off discases,™ In preparadon for the corresponding ritual the altar must be purified and sealed with the help
of yubu and a prison has to be crected. Then the sanyuan gencrals Tang M, Ge B and Zhou W] have o be
visualized, as they are commanding spint troops, arresting diseasc-causing spirits and bringing them to the alar
for quudunhig.” The pricst makes the pesture of the senyuan gencrals, 18 = JC L, rcads the indicement,
summons deities and spirits, and interrogates them. Those who are found guilty of a misdemeanor are

* Wang Yue 1993:408; Ni, Guol995:248

% Cod.sin.544: 120; Li, Fang 1995:599; Cod.sin.544:11b; Li, Fang 1995: 564

* Sinica 3313:2b. During rituals in Taiwan this well in which the spirits arc to be kept in custody is drawn
in the air with the priest’s sword (Lagersey 1987:102). In Lishan rtuals in Fujian a wooden or bamboo
structure 15 built as a prison within the consecrated space (Ye Mingsheng, 1995b: 183) or a prison is
drawnm in the shape of the character 3F (Ye Mingsheng 1996:11,249), exactly as described already in
Dot hudveeen texts (HY 1210, 259:12b, HY 1210, 227:20a-20b). Obviously these wells are created with
the help of pude by Youmian priests, as the common term [M#F for a sequence of steps suggests (sce
the diagrams of Sinica 3277 and 3316). Ding, Liu, Luo, Liu (1992:231-32) report similar forms, [R/%%E,
i, maER, MAFE for Yao groups in Guangxi,

" Cod 5in405:9a ; Cod.sin. 506:16b-1Tb

" Sinica 3311:9%

® Li, Fang 1995:614

1% ¥e Mingsheng 1996:11, 423. Interrogations of spirits as part of a ritual are documented in manual for a
8 ritual. After solving the case in question the spirits and vengeful souls are sentenced and
removed to Yangzhou in a boat specially built for this purpose; see Ye Mingsheng 1996:1, 115

" HY 1109, See Ren, Zhong 1995: 754, Barrett 1990, Barrett, Lil 2006, Tsai 2005

2 HY 1009, 4:1b; for {1, search and summons, see Lagerwey (1987:92)

" HY 1009, 4:5b-6a
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convicted and consigned to hell or executed by spirit soldiers. Subsequently specific functions of the kaozhao
method are listed, some dewmils being reminiscent of the Youmian fanean texe and other texts relared o the
Lishan tradition,”™ The banishment of the curses uttered by vengeful souls and malevolent deides and the

“evils of mouth and toague’  [IFZ W of living humans also were addressed in the fanmn text'™, as was
the purifying of the altar with yubu steps into all five direcions.™ Here oo, the yubu steps are so terrible a
weapon that the spirits of the five  “villages'  prefier to disappear volunmarily, "

A eourt mal of spicits is also documented for o Youmian group in Morthern Gumgz.L"’" It eakes place on the
occasion of a FFR rimal s purpose is the salvation of those ancestors who cause diseases and misformune o
the family. After having invited and honored the gods and having sent various documents o the other world,
the shigong priest procesds to questoning, convicting and exiling the malevolent spints. First the sanyuan
generals and are sent o armest the vengeful souls with the help of a warrant and 10 bring thern w court. The
arrested spinits are represented by bamboo swips, individually listed by name and interrogated, their satements
being elicited by means of divination blocks or with the help of a3 medium. After being scolded, beaten and
convicted they are finally set on the river in a paper boat and banished from human society: 85 i H H A
(G EE e I s O PRl "™ The cour terminology applied in the Youmian fanran texts suggests
a similar weatment of the offenders as expressed in the Tianxin ksozhso method, The sznyuan generls, who
played an important rode in Song Dynasty ritual already, their most dangerous weapon being yubu, play a
erucial role in both the Youmian and the Lishan madidon

Conclusion

The Youwmdan famean exr with i 'Euntp:int djngrun:' incorporates a varety of influences. The first 1,4
component is widely spread across Southern China. The second part, a fanmn rtal for mming upside down
the alear in order to restore eosmic order, is closely Bnked w the Lishan and Meishan traditions and their
protagonists, as Haifan Zhangrhao erlang and Zhang Walang, It is assumed thar the rimal was ransmiced by a
written text and inspired different interpremations, a5 demonstrated by the numesous moeal vanans. The dhicd
part of the wxt is related o a2 ksorhao el first documented in Song dynasty texts of the Tianxin radition.
The rinaal can be sct 1 use against malevolent spirits and deities, rival schools or emples, vengeful souls,
family members and neighbors.

The Youmian fanmn text thus presens the full mnge of possible functions of yubu in the Southern Chinese

1™ 4:7b-Ba

0% see also Cod.sin. 544: 13b: MEEH OFS .4 0 LAFME. 105 0L .

106 §:9a; in Jodrr fusheodn exiensive pwdw choreographies atiest (o the powerful effect of this weapon.

187 Yuan Miaozong also resorts to this method and defines it as {88 S8 W H 2P (HY 1217, T:1a;
7:2a-3b). In his method the three generals = I who have to be visualized, play a dominant role.
Again, the generals and the priests main weapon is pacing the stars of the dipper 8 iRFSE} (HY
1217, 7:5a, 6h)

0% | ¢i Zeguang 1943:41-45

1% Shiratori 1975: 84-85, Cod.sin, 1037:15a, Sinica 3368:21b-22a
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religious context,

Primary sources - 1F iR

HY 347: BWER

HY 566: i XK Eik

HY 567: _EiILM K 0IE

HY 585 B4R N REREE

HY 587: A — A PLAL R

HY 622: &b 30 EAE 4 & fr i 4 T

HY 763 kK F=REENEHERSN

HY 866: {5 Ml X

HY 86%: Jb--ifrikit e

HY 1009; K& &S|

HY 1193 8\ T8

HY 119%: & F=TE— 2R

HY 1208 JAC_-fic b {6 M b ST e

HY 120 #§ L HENNERNLXEL

HY 1210 iflik T 56, LW ENFRACEEME
HY 1210 il @TT o1-62, B ER0P RS I Ak
HY 1210 ififh@roC 80, SCKIRTTRE

HY 1210 i@ 81, RSN REAE

HY 1210: iffikfro 95, WALl Ak

HY 1210: @R 101, EEHTETIRE

HY 1210: k@ 114120, BN RN

HY 1210 ST 122123, & b = 77 SRR A MO0 Ak
HY 1210 (i@ 124, BT A Kk
HY 1210; HiEWFE 125, ST ik

HY 1210 ifEERr AT 126, AMHES WL

HY 1210: [HiE@RTT 127, AMHESRE AR

HY 1210: JHiE@IT 147-153, ME REEEE

HY 1210 JHiErTT 156168, b RMO0RL R

219



HY 1216 i E T 179087, EEREM R RS TR

HY 1210: JliERTT 224, & W0 AL A MRl i — S Mol ik

HY 1210: MiiE@IC 227, Ao UF i rs nipl ik

HY 1210: ik @t 24950, & FEMFR

HY 1210: JHEEETT 25960, Mo NRMUSEIN R iBik

HY 1217 A EBYM S R

HY 1229 JE— IR %

HY 1305 TR BT AR B 15 i e O A

HY 1472 BHl. 0 SiCpER

Primary sources — Yao manuscripts, Bayerische Smatsbibliothek, Minchen
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folios
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Codsin161: XTHMIER. (K8, 5. L B-LE 0857/ RMH—F (1895; owners: Wikl, FRI
41 falios

Codsin. 170: [T —WHEFITIE=44TIE =8 608, 5. L, 1968; owner: 81603 18 folios
Colsin. 177: [IFEER IR POEE]. (U¥L 000 1842-1906; facher of owner: BEiE 4 18 folias
Cod.sin. 180: [ f A (R0 5.1, 20° co; owner: S1AELGHEE %) 9: 52 folios

Codsin, 184: SFRCBNMETE. (LRE. 5. 1. 1935; owner: S5 145 folios

Cod.sin. 202: [IRISR). (L4, Laos, larc 19* cr; 28 folios

Cod.sin, 253 /MREHEL BT 84 S. L, 1854; owner: BRERSE; 27 folios

Codain 273 4§48 MM, KNBREE; owner ;23 folios

Codsin 284 AfP3-8. I TZ 5. L mid 19 s owners: Yo 82%000: 26 folins

Codsin 343 FRWEESEN. £8. 5.1, BEHAE (1867 mendoned persons: ST — 05, HiiT. W,
A5 1 78 folios

Codasin, 347: [P 0p 4 RMM). K% 5.1, REMME 1955 ownes 8858 44 folios, prin with

mavable letiers
Codsin 354: JUWR (&) iBM R4 5.1, 20 co; scribe: #4514 12 folios
Codsin 355 +ZHREA MM, (L8 5.1, 20" co; doth, 123x26cm
Codusin. 375 BT A ). (L8 5. L, 1972; mentioned person: 8%i% {3 15 folios



Cod.sin. 394; [M]FC0). (088, 5. 1. laec 19™ co; owner: TRSTE; 33 folios

Cod.sin 305 SUBMIGIH. (C80. WMEGHSETENT, 1815 sonbe: MW {50} 43 folios

Cod.sin. 404: BEASHR AN, (LW =0, 1824; owner: LS 32 folios

Codsin. 405 JERLI. G088 JCHTMIM NOMMLENS. Qing dynasty = 1962; owner: ML 14 folios
Cod.sin, 408: TR A @ T MORBLBOLYEFRE=F=X) (KW 51, 20% ev; 23 folios
Codsin. 455 RSEEEM. (K8, 5.1, 1813 owner: HIMEAE; 33 folios

Cod.sin. 458 (48, BIMTEHL. T, 1932 mentoned persons: TRERIN, TEELHE: 21 folios

Codsin. 469 [RRIEM: SRAM]. (KR 5.1, B 1909/6% mentioned person: BEFEH: 28 folios
Cod.sin. S06: (#8048 CIRENE. (L%, =W, 17, 19" o mendoned families OF, M, #§: 33 folios
Codain 540: L. (R8RS L, BREERUSE (1854); owner: SR OUEE; 13 folios

Codsin. 543 [MHERIA). (08 #05HL 3 8, Qing dynasty - 1937; mentioned persons: TREE S IERE T,
S, FEikE 151 folios

Cod.sin. 548: SINENE. GoRh. P00 BLAEE R, WERELF— (1757/58); mentioned family: #1. 28 folios
Codusin, 562 [HEERF. W08 5. L, 1950; menconed persons: BRTEHT, SE0H, JRICH: 43 folios
Cod.sin. 584 FHE. MITHE. 5. L SEEEER (1875-1908); owner: TEIERE: scribe: ZETEHE: 18 folios

Cod.sin. 586: [ A MRBHEE R, ML K8 WA, 5= TN ZFIE (184445,
mentoned persons: 8148, WIETT, MR —DE; 21 folios

Codsin. 500: [30858 F- M RERZE)L W5 L lae 19 cu; owner: IR 49 folios

Codsin. 632 [T W7 o MUMESE M0 ). MRS S 1, SN (1826-30) owner: §T-E- DB 2 L, scribe:
[ from B, 94 folsos

Codsin. 633 AEHER. TRREEE AR B0 0. 5.1, BUIPREME (1856); serbe 2 G 38 folios
Codsin. 651: EFEEL. T 1M 5 1, 1861; owner: U1 143 folios

Cod.sin, 659 [F 3R FAW. W2 5 L, cary 19* cr; mensioned person: £l Fl; 45 fobos
Codsin, 679 HISMFL. WL, W, cary 19™ cu; owner, scribe: SERREE: 19 Folios

Cod.sin, 694: =0F. ML 5.1, 1917; seribe: ETREE; 27 folios

Cod.sin. 704: AR, MOME. BTN W, MAEMEE (1824); scribe, owmer: 8 20#: M4 fobios
Codsin. 713 MR (0B, 02, WA S L, MM IR0 (186); owner, seribe: 8 %81 35fnks.
Codsin. 715 RGBS N JEL 5. L, cardy 19® cr; owner: Deng Xian Yan  TRETHL: 44 folios

Cod Sin 728: WFSCEERE. MIMTMA. 5. L, MU (1859-1898); owner: 2 {B}; 27 folios

Codd Sin 730 MVERSE. (1A S L, S 26 (1846); owner, seribe: ZETEN, 73 folios

Codsin. 747: [ RTER AN EE]L BCEHE. 5.1, lare 19 cx; 39 folios
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Cod.sin. 748 [0 A — R RN K HRE). (£84. 5.1, 20® cx; 5 folios

Cod.sin. 751 1% W02 20 0:0). (L. 5. 1, 1916/1976; 25 folios

Cod.sin 808: WE&FECRE. BICHHE S L, BN-TTE (1889 owner: ZESTML: 24 folios
Cod.sin 835 SIEE. WL AWEWNE: owner Tl TL: 22 folios
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Codsin. 967: [FUIT AR ALMT). (K& ATWEREME. 19* cu; owner: IRETRE; 50 folios
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